
City of West Columbia, SC  
 

Regular Council Meeting 
 

November 1, 2011 at 6 p.m. 
 
Members Present:      Members Absent: 
Bobby E. Horton, Mayor     None 
Eric L. Fowler 
L. Dale Harley 
Boyd Jones 
Marsha Moore 
Tommy Parler 
Cathy Shannon 
BJ Unthank 
 
Others Present: 
Jenny Cunningham, City Administrator   Dennis Tyndall, Police Chief 
Myron Corley, Deputy City Administrator   Stuart Jones, Building Official 
Mardi Valentino, City Clerk     Charles Garren, Public Works Director 
Brian Carter, Planning and Zoning Director   Ken Ebener, Municipal Judge 
Sid Varn, Planning & Engineering Director   Wyatt Coleman, Fire Chief 
Donna Smith, Economic Development Director  Members of the Public and Press   
 
Agenda Item I – Call to Order 
Mayor Horton called the meeting to order at 6 p.m. and noted a quorum was present.  The State, Free 
Times, Lexington County Chronicle, Cayce-West Columbia News, and The Columbia Star were notified 
of the meeting by e-mail on October 28, 2011. 
 
Agenda Item II – Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance 
Council Member Parler gave the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Agenda Item III – Requests for Appearance 
 

A. Mayor Horton recognized Mr. Mark Baumgartner who stated he is the local coordinator for the 
3rd Annual Columbia Half-Marathon, which will be held on Saturday, December 17, 2011.  Mr. 
Baumgartner said he was appearing before council to request that part of the race course be 
allowed to come through West Columbia.  He said the race should draw about 500 participants, 
many of whom are from outside the Columbia area.  He explained that runners will start at 7:30 
a.m. at Brookland-Cayce High School and enter West Columbia via State Street.  Runners will 
turn east on Meeting Street and go over the Gervais Street Bridge into Columbia.  Runners will 
eventually re-enter West Columbia from the Jarvis Klapman Bridge and come down the US 
Highway 378 ramp to the Riverwalk Park where the race will end in Cayce.  Mr. Baumgartner 
said the event is estimated to take about three hours.  Mr. Baumgartner said he has reviewed the 
course with Lt. John Norman with the West Columbia Police Department to ensure the route is 
properly prepared and well marked.  Mayor Horton asked if the Gervais Street Bridge or the 
Jarvis Klapman Bridge will need to be closed for the event.  Mr. Baumgartner responded that 
neither bridge would be totally closed, but the right traffic lane will be coned off for the runners.  
Mayor Horton recognized Council Member Moore who made a motion to approve a portion of 
the Columbia Half Marathon being run through West Columbia.  Council Member Harley 
seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 
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Agenda Item III – Requests for Appearance (continued) 
 

B.  Mayor Horton recognized Ms. Penny Cothran who said she was appearing before council as a 
volunteer with the Girl Scouts of America (GSA).  Ms. Cothran explained that the GSA is 
observing its 100th anniversary with a Bridging to the Next Century Celebration in March 2012.  
She said the local GSA council is requesting permission to close the Gervais Street Bridge from 
1:15 to 2:15 p.m. on March 10, 2012 in order to host a bridging ceremony.  She said about 500 to 
1,000 participants will symbolically walk across the bridge and back to the SC State Museum 
where other celebratory events will be held.  Ms. Cothran explained that the SC Department of 
Transportation (SCDOT) requires permission from the cities of Columbia and West Columbia to 
close the Gervais Street Bridge.  She said she has been in contact with Lt. Norman for assistance 
with the process of attaining Council’s approval.  Mayor Horton recognized Council Member 
Moore who made a motion to approve closing the Gervais Street Bridge for the GSA celebration.  
Council Member Harley seconded and the motion passed unanimously 

 
Agenda Item IV – Announcements by the Mayor 
 

A. Mayor Horton announced that the West Columbia Police Department will host a financial crime 
seminar at City Hall from 6 to 7:30 p.m. on November 9, 2011.  He said topics of discussion will 
include credit card misuse and identity theft.  Mayor Horton said the General Election will be 
held on November 8, 2011.  Council members will be sworn in on November 14, 2011 with a 
reception following the meeting. 

 
Agenda Item V – Minutes 
 

A. Mayor Horton entertained a motion to approve the minutes for the Regular Council Meeting held 
October 4, 2011.  Council Member Moore so moved and Council Member Unthank seconded.  
The motion passed unanimously. 

 

B. Mayor Horton entertained a motion to approve the minutes for the Public Hearing on the City of 
West Columbia Comprehensive Plan 2011 held October 17, 2011.  Council Member Unthank so 
moved and Council Member Fowler seconded.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

C. Mayor Horton entertained a motion to approve the minutes for Council Work Session held 
October 17, 2011.  Council Member Moore so moved and Council Member Jones seconded.  
The motion passed unanimously. 

 
Agenda Item VI – Old Business 

A. Mayor Horton entertained a motion for second reading consideration of an ordinance to amend 
Section 4-2-13 of the city’s water and sewer ordinances to establish availability or standby fees 
and charges with respect to customers and properties within its corporate limits to which the city 
is making water or sewer service available but where customers have chosen not to connect to 
the city’s system.  Council Member Unthank so moved and Council Member Shannon seconded.  
Mayor Horton called for a vote and the motion passed unanimously. 
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Agenda Item VI – Old Business (continued) 
 

B. Mayor Horton entertained a motion for second reading consideration of the Planning 
Commission’s recommendation to establish zoning for recently annexed properties located as 
follows: .86 acres at 1724 and 1728 Sewanee Drive (TMS# 003717-07-002 and 001 
respectively), .50 acres at 1700 Cofield Drive (TMS # 00630-02-013), 1.38 acres at 1705 Cofield 
Drive (TMS# 003630-04-014) and .48 acres at 1604 Riviera Drive (TMS# 003639-02-012) as R-
4 (Low-Density Residential).  Council Member Unthank so moved and Council Member Moore 
seconded.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 

C. Mayor Horton entertained a motion for second reading consideration of the Planning 
Commission’s recommendation to adopt the City of West Columbia Comprehensive Plan 2011.  
Council Member Moore so moved and Council Member Harley seconded.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 

 

D. Mayor Horton entertained a motion for second reading consideration of the Planning 
Commission’s recommendation to adopt text amendments to Section 611 of the West Columbia 
Zoning Ordinance relating to off-street parking requirements and travel or camping vehicle and 
boat parking requirements.  Council Member Moore so moved and Council Member Parler 
seconded.  The motion passed unanimously. 

 
Agenda Item VII – New Business 
 

A. Mayor Horton entertained a motion for first reading consideration of an ordinance to prohibit the 
sale and use of synthetic drugs.  Council Member Moore so moved and Council Member 
Shannon seconded.  Mayor Horton recognized Lt. John Norman of the West Columbia Police 
Department who described the problem of convenience stores selling products in South Carolina 
that are synthetic in nature, but intended to give the same effect as illegal drugs.  He explained 
that the state legislature passed a law that addresses some of the synthetic drugs being sold, but 
there were other drugs not included in the state legislation that were on the shelves in local 
stores.  He said the ordinance would cover the synthetic drugs not included in the state 
legislation.  Mayor Horton called for a vote and the motion passed unanimously. 

 

B. Mayor Horton entertained a motion for consideration of engineering bids for the Spring Street Water 
Line Project.  Mayor Horton recognized Ms. Donna Smith, Director of Economic Development, who 
explained that the city had applied for a Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) to replace 
about 1800 linear feet of two-inch galvanized water line with six-inch PVC pipe which can handle 
fire hydrants.  Ms. Smith said the city put out an RFQ to replace the water line with emphasis on 
engineering, construction experience, and expertise on administration of CDGB grants.  She said 
bids were evaluated on a point system that covered the various aspects of the requested services.  
She said five bids were received and HPG & Company, Consulting Engineers, Inc. had the highest 
points based upon the evaluation criteria.  She said the staff recommendation was to award the bid to 
HPG & Company, Consulting Engineers, Inc.  Council Member Unthank so moved and Council 
Member Moore seconded.  The motion passed unanimously. 
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Agenda Item VIII – Adjourn 
 

Mayor Horton entertained a motion to adjourn.  Council Member Parler so moved and Council Member 
Unthank seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.  Council adjourned at 6:35 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Marta M. Valentino, CMC 
City Clerk 
 


