
City of West Columbia, SC 
 

Special Council Meeting 
 

August 20, 2012 at 6 p.m. 
 
Members Present:      Members Absent: 
Joe Owens, Mayor      Tommy Parler, out of town 
Boyd Jones, Mayor Pro-Tem     B.J. Unthank, out of town 
Abbott L. Bray, Jr. 
Eric L. Fowler 
Casey Jordan Hallman 
L. Dale Harley 
Teddy Wingard 
 

Others Present: 
Jenny Cunningham, City Administrator   Rick Hodge, City Treasurer 
Myron Corley, Deputy City Administrator   Wyatt Coleman, Fire Chief 
Mardi Valentino, City Clerk/PIO    Brian Carter, Director of Planning and Zoning 
Donna Smith, Director of Economic Development  Charles Garren, Public Works Director 
Sid Varn, Director of Planning and Engineering  Stuart Jones, Building Official 
Dennis Tyndall, Police Chief     Matt Edwards, Police Major 
Shane Phillips, Police Captain    Members of the Public and Press   
 
Agenda Item I – Call to Order 
 

Mayor Owens called the meeting to order at 6 p.m. and noted a quorum was present.  The State, Free Times, 
Lexington County Chronicle, Cayce-West Columbia News, and The Columbia Star were notified of the 
meeting by e-mail on August 17, 2012. 
 
Agenda Item II – Invocation and Pledge of Allegiance 
 

Council Member Eric Fowler gave the invocation followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Agenda Item III – Redevelopment Plan for Gateway Overlay District 
 

Mayor Owens recognized Mr. Brian Carter, Director of Planning and Zoning, who stated that in the 2009 
EPA Brownfields grant, the city designated the Gateway Overlay District (GOLD District) as a blighted 
area for redevelopment.  Mr. Carter explained that a redevelopment plan had been done and was ready to 
present to Council.  He introduced Mr. Eddie Baughman, Director of Planning Services with United 
Research Services (URS).  Mr. Baughman stated that the GOLD District redevelopment plan is a non-
binding guidance document.  He said the city’s Comprehensive Plan covers a broad spectrum, while the 
redevelopment plan looks at more specific areas.  He explained that many research tools were used to 
gather information from the public including an online survey and a charrette.  Mr. Baughman described 
the possible options for redevelopment of some specific areas in the GOLD District.  He emphasized that 
the plan was a document that could be revised as the needs in the GOLD District change. 
 
Agenda Item IV – Discussion of Contribution Request from the SC Historical Aviation Foundation 
 

Mayor Owens stated that discussion would be deferred regarding the request from the SC Historical 
Aviation Foundation for a contribution to the monument recognizing the Army Air Force service 
personnel who lost their lives training for the Doolittle Raid over Tokyo during World War II.  Mayor 
Owens said the Council would discuss the request at the next council meeting in September 2012. 
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Agenda Item V – Adjourn to Executive Session for a Legal Matter and a Contractual Matter 
 

A. Mayor Owens entertained a motion to adjourn to executive session.  Council Member Bray so 
moved and Council Member Wingard seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.  Council 
adjourned to executive session at 6:15 p.m. 

 
Agenda Item VI– Adjourn Executive Session and Reconvene to Regular Session 
 

Mayor Owens entertained a motion to adjourn executive session and reconvene to regular session.  
Council Member Fowler so moved and Council Member Bray seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.  
Council reconvened to regular session at 7:40 p.m.  Mayor Owens stated that no action was taken in 
executive session. 
 
Mayor Owens entertained a motion to terminate a consulting services agreement for annexation and 
commercial development between the City of West Columbia and Mr. Danny Frazier with a 30-day notice 
effective August 20, 2012.  Mayor Owens stated that the contract, which commenced June 1, 2012, 
provides for a 30-day termination clause by either party.  Mayor Pro-Tem Jones made the motion to 
terminate the contract and Council Member Bray seconded.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Mayor Owens recognized Council Member Hallman who said she has spoken with city staff members 
about revising the wrecker and towing ordinance to deal with wrecker rotation calls.  She said an 
amendment to the ordinance would be presented to council at a future meeting. 
 
Agenda Item VII – Adjourn 
 

Mayor Owens entertained a motion to adjourn.  Mayor Pro-Tem Jones so moved and Council Member 
Fowler seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.  Council adjourned at 7:55 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Marta M. Valentino, CMC 
City Clerk 
 
 


